The Aeolian Islands
The archipelago takes its name from Aeolus, the legendary god of wind which mythology identifies with these islands (Phillips 1956 ). There are seven inhabited islands (Table 1) and numerous uninhabited rocky islets. Vulcano, the southernmost island, is 20 km. from Capo Milazzo on the north coast of Sicily (Fig. 1) . Administratively the archipelago belongs to the Sicilian province of Messina, but the local munic ipal organisation is rather strange. Lipari commune includes the main island of Lipari together with five 20,570 in 1911 20,570 in , 17,690 in 1931 20,570 in , 14,782 in 1951 20,570 in and 12,230 in 1971 20,570 in . Between 1961 20,570 in and 1971 there was a net outmovement of 2,545, 18.5?/o of the 1961 population. Only Lipari and Vulcano have not been heavily affected by depopulation: the former because it is the principal island, the administrative centre and the target for some migration from the other In common with other Aeolian Islands, Salina's settlement pattern (Fig. 2) 1911, 1931. 1936, 1951, 1961, 1971 Cereal culture is also declining and is a long way from satisfying local needs. In the early 1960s arable land extened to 70 ha. (Speranza 1966, p. 56) , but the 1970 Agricultural Census recorded only 17 ha.
Settlement Changes on Lipari
Many of the processes of decline described on Salina operate on other islands of the group. The case of Lipari is, however, somewhat different. Table 4 gives details.
Geologically the most complex of the islands, Lipari is essentially composed of twelve extinct volcanoes (Fig. 4) . The different ages of the volcanics introduce variation into the relief in terms of height, slope and stability of the surface. trades, could well develop in tow. The danger is that if this second path to the future is pursued too activ ely, the very special qualities of the Aeolian environ ment, both physical and human, would be adversely affected.
